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Horizon Europe
What The European Research and Innovation Programme

Since when Started in the 1980s (Horizon Europe is the 9th programme)

Why Find solutions to the major challenges faced by European 

citizens: Transport, Energy, Health, Food, Environment, 

Climate, ICT, Industry, …….

How much Budget of 100 B€ over 7 years 2021-2027 

How Programme is managed by the European Commission through 

« calls for proposals ». Focus on “subsidiarity” meaning not 

financing activities that can (better) be financed nationally, 

regionally, locally or privately. 

Who All kinds of organisations and even individuals participate  



Horizon Europe Missions

 Be bold and inspirational, with wide societal 

relevance;

 Indicate a clear direction: targeted, 

measurable and time-bound;

 Be ambitious but realistic research and 

innovation actions;

 Spark innovation across disciplines, sectors 

and actors;

 Be based on a bottom-up approach of 

multiple solutions

 Engage citizens in co-designing, co-

creating, co-implementing and co-assessing 

missions



Adaptation to climate change, 

including societal 

transformation

Cancer

Healthy 

oceans, seas, 

coastal and 

inland waters 

Soil health and 

food
Climate-neutral 

and smart cities 

5 mission 
areas



Climate-neutral and Smart Cities
Issues at stake

• Cities occupy 3% of the planet’s landmass but consume 

over 65% of the world’s energy and account for more 

than 70% of the global CO2 emission 

• 75% of the European citizens live in cities and it is 

expected to raise to 85% by 2050

• Paris Agreement and Agenda 2030

• European Green Deal: Europe first climate neutral 

continent by 2050, more ambitious target for 2030



Climate-neutral and Smart Cities
Proposed Mission

100 Climate Neutral Cities by 2030 - by and for the Citizens

• Support and promote ‘100’ European cities in their 

systemic transformation towards climate-neutrality by 

2030

• The city governance and its citizens must be engaged: 

Users, producers, consumers and owners

• Focus on non-technological challenges: regulation, 

financing and motivation by the citizen



Climate-neutral and Smart Cities
EU support

• Climate City Contract as a new mechanism to deliver 

EU (and national/regional) support to cities in the form 

of more innovation, better regulation, and integrated 

financing

• Horizon Europe Budget for the Mission: 1 B€

• Setting up support structures at EU, national and/or 

regional level (one-stop shop) for cities

• New funding and financing models (lending & 

blending)



Thank you!
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http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe
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